
“Out of Sight, Out of Mind”
1 Samuel 5

When God destroys an idol in your life, it’s an opportunity to make Him the only God in your life (1-5)
The Philistines had taken captive the ark of God. They thought that they had defeated the God of the 

Israelites, and they thought that they now had control over the God of the Israelites. They brought the ark into 
the temple of one of their gods, who was called Dagon. Like a defeated king would bow before the conquering 
king, they placed the ark of God before the idol of Dagon their god. The next day, Dagon was face down on the 
ground before the ark of God. They stood their idol back up in its place, but the next morning the idol was 
laying on the ground again. However, this time the hands and feet on the idol of Dagon had been cut-off! God 
was sending a message to the Philistines, letting them know that he was the one true God who had the power 
to destroy all other gods. The idol of Dagon symbolized this fact, as the idol fell down in submission before 
God. The idol of Dagon illustrated this fact, as the idol was made impotent before God. But would the 
Philistines get the message? Unfortunately, they did not get the message, as verse five makes it clear that the 
worship of Dagon continued for years to come. God’s grace is great. In encountering the Philistines, He 
destroyed their idol, and in destroying their idol, He offered them an opportunity: To recognize and to make Him 
the only God in their lives.
1. Discuss the message that God gave the Philistines through what He did to the idol of Dagon.
2. Discuss how the Philistines responded in standing Dagon back up, and in apparently rebuilding Dagon 

after he was destroyed.
3. What are some of the idols that people have in their lives today, which they tend to put before God?
4. How do people still today try to stand back up and rebuild their idols when God destroys them?
5. Do you or have you ever had an idol in your life that you put before God? What was it? Did God do 

something to destroy that idol in your life? Share your experience.
6. Pray for those with idols in their lives. Pray for God’s work in destroying those idols to give them an 

opportunity to make God the only God in their lives.

When God brings trouble into your life, it’s an opportunity to turn to and to trust Him with your life (6-7)
The Philistines failed to understand the message that God gave them, and they failed to respond to the 

opportunity that God offered them. Therefore, God moved on from a simple message to a painful experience to 
get the attention of the Philistines. God afflicted the Philistines by allowing people in the area where the ark of 
God resided to get deadly tumors. The tumors, of course, caused a tremendous panic among all of the people 
in the land. This was another opportunity to recognize and to respond to God. God was the source of the 
trouble that the Philistines were experiencing, but in that trouble, God was giving the Philistines another 
opportunity to realize and to submit to Him in their lives! Like Dagon their idol, they could have fallen on the 
ground in submission to God. Like Dagon their idol, they could have come broken and available before God, 
but instead, they came up with a plan to deal with the trouble that God had brought into their lives, which was 
to distance themselves from God instead of turning to God. 
1. What’s your reaction to what God did to the Philistine’s when they failed to submit to Him as the idol of 

Dagon was made to do? What does God’s judgment tell you about God’s priorities for life on this earth?
2. Why do you think the Philistines responded the way that they did in desiring to distance themselves from 

the ark of God, which they equated with God?
3. Does all trouble in our lives mean that God brought that trouble into our lives? Why or why not?



4. Have you ever experienced trouble in your life and known that it was God’s judgment in your life? Did you 
want to distance yourself or turn to God at that time? Why? Share your experience with the group.

5. Do you know anyone who is in trouble because they are resisting God in their lives? How can you pray for 
them this week? How could you share with them about your experience of turning to and trusting in God?

When God gives you an opportunity to respond to Him, pushing God away is the wrong thing to do 
(8-12)

Ashdod sent the ark of God on to the next major Philistine city of Gath. Their plan did not work, but the 
plan simply spread the trouble to more of their people. God afflicted Gath with the tumors as well, and a 
tremendous panic broken out in this area among the Philistine people. Now Ashdod and Gath had the 
opportunity to recognize and to respond to God by turning to and trusting in Him in their lives. His power and 
his might was clearly understood by all of the people, but in their fear, they kept pushing Him away. The 
Philistines then sent the ark of God on to Ekron, and God afflicted the people there as well. Now three, major 
Philistine cities were in trouble because of God’s judgment. Now three, major Philistine cities had clearly seen 
the power of God over the power of their idols. Now three, major Philistine cities had a clear opportunity to turn 
to and to trust in God as the one, true God. But that was not what these cities did. The Philistine’s plan was to 
keep pushing God away rather than to respond to God in the right way.
1. When the Philistines pushed God away, did it make the problem smaller or bigger? Why?
2. If they had turned to God and surrendered to Him, how might things have been different? Could the ark of 

God have made it back to Israel that way? What is another book in the Bible that tells the story of how the 
Philistines — a foreign nation that worshiped idols — could have responded to God’s message to them?

3. Have you ever experienced this in your life, pushing God away only to make the problem that you were 
trying to solve grow bigger and get worse? Share your experience with the group.

4. What is the only thing that works when it comes to God’s judgment and call to surrender in our lives? What 
are some verses in Scripture that remind you of this truth?

5. Who do you need to share these truths with this week? Take time to go around the group and allow 
everyone to share how they are going to talk about these truths to the person that God’s placed on their 
heart (Send them a letter, meet with them for lunch or coffee, talk to them on the phone, etc.).


